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NLDelta 
National Park

There has been a close relationship between nature,  
humans and the economy at NLDelta for more than 600 
years now. Everything there revolves around living with  
nature – and water in particular. This is where river water 
from throughout Western Europe meets the sea and it is 
also the international crossroads for notable migratory as 
well as non-migratory species of fish and birds, including 
the sturgeon, the osprey and the white-tailed eagle.
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The area is in constant development and is one in which 
seemingly impossible combinations become reality. Spe-
cial contrasts like nature and industry, cities and migratory 
birds can all be found here.
From Loevestein Castle to the Haringvliet Dam, NLDelta 
tells a story that is typical for the Netherlands: the story 
of living below sea level, protection against water and 
making maximum use of water. The Delta Works continue 
to have worldwide appeal.
Fortress towns are connected by the Rhine and Meuse ri-
vers, the estuary of which form a rich and dynamic ecosys-
tem. The present is connected with the past in the oldest 
cities in the country: Dordrecht and Geertruidenberg. The 
water bus sails from the port city of Rotterdam, gateway to 
the rest of the world, through the wonderful nature that 
the delta has to offer. Kinderdijk, a World Heritage gem, 
showcases the pioneering nature of the Dutch – this is 
where our leadership in water management started.
Nothing ever stays the same in the NLDelta National Park. 

Here, parties with different interests find each other and 
join forces to make things happen. This is how major na-
ture and water projects like the Noordwaard and Haringv-
liet Dream Fund project are initiated. The development of 
shellfish beds in the Voordelta is leading to the creation of 
unique biodiversity hotspots. Initiatives focus on sustai-
nable navigation and the realisation of the first energy 
neutral island, the Goeree-Overflakkee Energy Island. 
The prize-winning Biesbosch Museum Island, the meta-
morphosis of Tiengemeten and the renovation of forts 
and water defence lines are other wonderful examples of 
the world-class development and experience in this area.
Unexpected developments are the norm in the NLDelta 
National Park. To boost nature in the area, the Haringvliet 
sluices, which separate the sea from the river, are being 
left partially open. Connected to the water-rich primeval 
Biesbosch forest, the transitions from fresh to brackish to 
salt water facilitate huge biomass production. Here, some 
land is being reclaimed and some given back to the sea; 
the landscape is continuously changing.
The hole made in the dike to create a pedestrian tunnel to 
Kinderdijk is just one example of such bold additions. In 
short, NLDelta shows that more is possible; it’s the ultima-
te proof of the ingenuity of the Dutch.

Special contrasts like 
nature and industry,  
cities and migratory 
birds can all be  
found here.


