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The Dutch Wadden Sea area is unique as well as rich; the 
biomass per cubic metre there is comparable with what you 
might expect to find on the floor of a tropical rainforest. The 
Wadden Sea area has won global recognition as a major 
nature conservation area, home to unparalleled natural 
World Heritage: the Wadden Sea. Weather, wind and water 
have created the most beautiful wild nature – mud flats, salt 
marshes, dunes, channels and sandbanks – inhabited by a 
wide range of special animals and plants. 

Wadden Sea 
World Heritage 
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Anyone who is open to discovery, new experiences and 
investigation is certain to be rewarded.
The area is always changing, because of the continuous 
interaction between the water and land there. The bottom 
of the mud flats rises above the water of the Wadden Sea 
twice a day. As a stop-off point, it is vital for the survival of 
many millions of birds on their migratory journey across 
the world. The water is both a friend and an enemy: it 
gives and it takes away. The Wadden coast reflects the 
age-old battle between people and water: the genesis of 
the land. Artificial dwelling mounds (identified in Dutch as 
terpen and wierden) combined with ancient dikes create 
an impressive cultural landscape. The area is inhabited 
and worked by stubborn and inventive residents. They 
harness the dynamics of nature in an enterprising, but 
respectful manner, facilitating the redevelopment of the 
Afsluitdijk dam and causeway, the Fish Migration River, 

Holwerd aan Zee and other wonderful initiatives like the 
Into the Great Wide Open, Kiek over Diek and Oerol festi-
vals, amongst other things.
The Wadden Sea area is indisputably linked to the reju-
venating experience of fresh air, the sense of being on 
an island, walking on mud flats and dry-out trips, but 
also the spotting of rare birds aided by apps and charts 
and seeing seals in their natural habit or at the Ecomare 
seal sanctuary on Texel and in Pieterburen. And there’s 
more: the darkest heaven that you will find anywhere in 
the Netherlands extends above the Lauwersmeer Natio-
nal Park and the Boschplaat on the island of Terschelling. 
Both have been designated as Dark Sky Parks. Texel’s 
Kaap Skil Museum shows how the Wadden Sea area has 
promoted economic growth in the Netherlands over the 
centuries. So, any Dutch person worth their salt will have 
walked the mud flats at some point; it’s the ultimate sus-
tainable experience.
To cut a long story short: the Wadden Sea area belongs to 
all of us. We should be proud of it and cherish it. It offers 
visitors an experience to remember. It’s no coincidence 
that the Dutch, Danish and German parts of the Wad-
den Sea area have all been designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.

The nature here  
reveals itself to visitors 
who are prepared to 
take their time and  
keep their eyes peeled. 


